
 
 

How to Organize a United Nations Trivia Night 
 
Besides be a fun and easy activity to organize, a trivia night is a great way to involve people who 
might be less likely to attend a formal lecture. It’s a great interactive event and people end up 
learning more about the UN and its history.   
 
You can also use a trivia night as a way to raise money for charitable causes. Traditionally, trivia 
nights are held in pubs with people paying a small fee (maybe $10) to participate.  The money 
can be donated to a cause or split, with half going to the designated cause and half to the winning 
team.  But, if you are using this as a fundraiser, you can always ask businesses to donate prizes.  
They don’t need to be elaborate, but gift certificates, free food, etc. makes nice prizes.  
 
Basic Format: All of the players form teams and compete against each in other in several rounds 
of questions. Points are awarded for correct answers. The team that gets the most points wins the 
main prize. Consolation prizes or smaller prizes can also be awarded throughout the night. For 
example, smaller prizes could be awarded to the team with the fewest points, the one that 
demonstrated the most spirit or gave the funniest answers. Feel free to make up your own 
categories.  
 
Scoring: There are a couple of ways to handle scoring. One is to allot each question the same 
value and simply track each correct answer with the most points winning. Another option is to 
allow teams to weight their answers differently by allowing contestants to either choose a value 
of 1, 3, 5 or 7 points. With each question coming from a different category, teams can weight 
their answers to maximize their points according to their strengths.  Decide which method you 
prefer. The advantage of the straightforward scoring is that it’s easy to keep score. The weighted 
system creates more interaction and strategizing within the team. 
 
Timing: You should plan for the quiz night to last about two hours.  It’s meant to be a fun time 
and you want people to enjoy themselves, so keep that in mind when scheduling the event.  Keep 
it social, provide food and drinks. Never underestimate the marketing power of free food! 
 
Making the UN Connection: the UN-related trivia questions we’ve provide gives everyone the 
opportunity to learn more about the history of the UN and how different UN agencies work. 
Don’t worry, there are plenty of popular culture questions to keep this event from sounding too 
much like a history lecture! 
 
Another idea is to ask people to form teams named after countries.  They can even dress in 
costumes related to their country.  Award prizes for best costumes. 
 
How the night will go: A good trivia night will have 6-8 rounds of questions with anywhere 
from 5 to 8 questions per round.  Teams should not be larger than 10 people.  An ideal mix is 
about 5-10 people.  How teams divide will depend on your total attendance.   
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One person needs to be the MC or Quizmaster.  For this role, you definitely want someone who 
is energetic and funny.  The quizmaster will be responsible for not only reading the questions, 
but making sure that the teams are following the rules and having fun.  
 
It’s usually a good idea to have someone else do the scoring.  This person checks the answers, 
keeps scores, and can help with entertaining the participants.   
 
While the goal of this event is to educate people about global issues, you still want to entertain 
and engage people, so many of the questions we’ve provided are informal, funny, or drawn from 
popular culture.  Feel free to mix up your presentation based on what you think will entertain 
people the most.   
 
The room should be set up with enough space for the teams to sit in groups near each other, but 
not so close that the teams can’t talk and strategize among themselves.  Ideally there are separate 
tables for each team.  Consider using a microphone if the room is really large, so that everyone 
can hear the questions.  If that isn’t possible, you could either have the questions written down 
on slips of paper for the teams, or just walk throughout the area repeating the question a few 
times. 
 
Each team should be provided with pens and paper to write their question.  It’s useful to have 
papers preprinted with the space for the answer. This makes scoring easier. We’ve provided an 
answer sheet that you can print out and use. 
 
Enjoy your quiz night.  Let us know how it went.  Send photos from your event to 
info@thepeoplespeak.org. We’ll post them on the site! 

mailto:info@thepeoplespeak.org


Category 1: Basic Facts about the UN 
 

Question Answer More Info 
In what year was the UN 
established? 

1945 The UN officially came into existence on October 24, 1945 when the UN Charter 
was ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and a majority of other signatories.  UN Day is celebrated on this date each 
year. 
 

What U.S. President came 
up with the name “United 
Nations”? 

Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 

Franklin Roosevelt first used the term in 1942, during World War II, in the 
Declaration of United Nations, a pledge by the governments of 26 nations to continue 
fighting together against the Axis Powers. 
 

What was the predecessor 
institution to the UN? 

The League of 
Nations 

The League of Nations was established during World War I as an organization to 
“promote international cooperation and to achieve peace and security.” 
 

What treaty established the 
League of Nations? 

The Versailles 
Treaty  

The Treaty of Versailles was the peace treaty that ended World War I. 
 

Where is the Secretariat of 
the UN located? 

New York City  The United Nations Building houses the Secretariat of the UN and serves as 
headquarters for the organization. Other main UN offices are located in several 
countries throughout the world. 
 

On how many acres does the 
UN Headquarters building 
sit? 

18 acres  John D. Rockefeller, Jr. bought the land for $8.5 million in 1946 and then donated it 
to the UN. 

In what city was the UN 
Charter created? 

San Francisco San Francisco hosted the UN Conference on International Organizations where 
representatives of 50 countries met to draw up the UN Charter. 
 

Name all of the official 
languages of the UN 

Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, 
Russian and 
Spanish 

The UN Charter only lists the first 5, and Arabic was added later.  

Name all six principal 
organs of the United 

General 
Assembly, 

The General Assembly is the main deliberative body of the UN and is comprised of 
one representative from each country, each of which has one vote. The Security 
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Nations Security Council, 
Economic and 
Social Council, 
Trustee Council, 
International 
Court of Justice, 
Secretariat 

Council is charged with primary responsibility for the maintenance of international 
peace and security. The Economic and Social Council is the principal organ to 
coordinate the economic, social, and related work of the UN and its specialized 
agencies and institutions. It has 54 members who serve for three year terms. The 
Trusteeship Council was established in 1945 to provide international supervision for 
11 trust territories. Now, however all of those territories are independent and the 
work of the Council is completed and it no longer meets. The ICJ is the principal 
judicial organ of the UN, settling disputes between states and advising the UN. The 
Secretariat carries out the day to day work of the UN, servicing the other principal 
organs and carrying out the programs and policies established by them.   

 
Category 2: The General Assembly 

 
Question  Answer  More Info 
In what month does the 
General Assembly’s regular 
session begin? 

September The Assembly can also create special sessions at the request of the Security Council, 
a majority of Member States, or by one Member if the majority of Members concur. 
 

Can you guess within 5, 
how many countries were 
members of the first GA?  

51  
(answers within 
the range of 46-
56 would be 
correct) 

There were 51 members of the first GA in 1945. They were: Argentina, Australia, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Belarus, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Turkey, Ukraine, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Yugoslavia

How many members does 
the GA have now? 

192 Each country is given a desk in the General Assembly room and one vote.  

What is the most recent 
country added to the GA?  

Montenegro Montenegro joined in 2006 as the 192nd Member State. 

What head of state famously 
stated that the podium still 
reeked of sulfur, due to 

Hugo Chavez of 
Venezuela 

In 2006, commenting on US President George Bush, whom he called “the devil.”  
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another head of state having 
spoken before him at the 
GA? 
The GA proclaimed 2008 as 
the year of this starchy tuber  

Potato 2008 is also the year of Sanitation and Planet Earth. 

The GA proclaimed what 
date as Human Rights Day?  

December 10 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed on this day in 1948. 

Sheikha Haya, the current 
GA President, is from what 
Middle Eastern country? 

Bahrain H.E. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa was elected President of the sixty-first session 
of the General Assembly on June 8, 2006. At the time, she was serving as Legal 
Adviser to the Royal Court in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Was she the first woman 
elected as GA President? 

No No, but she is only the third woman to serve as President of the United Nations 
General Assembly, and the first since the twenty-fourth session in 1969. 

Angie Brooks, who served 
as the GA President in the 
24th session in 1969 was 
from what country? 

Liberia She first worked as her country’s delegate to the General Assembly in 1954. 

From which country was the 
first female GA President? 

India Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit was elected in 1953. 
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Category 3: Other UN Organs 

 
Question Answer More Info 
What is the purpose and 
function of the UN Security 
Council? 

Maintaining 
international 
peace and 
security  

Under the Charter, the functions and powers of the Security Council are: to maintain 
international peace and security in accordance with the principles and purposes of the 
United Nations. 

How many members does 
the Security Council have? 

15 5 permanent members and 10 elected by the General Assembly for two-year terms. 

Name the 5 permanent 
members of the Security 
Council 

China, France, 
Russia, the U.K., 
and the U.S. 

There have been proposals to change both the number of permanent members and the 
countries assigned. Permanent members wield great power in that each has the power 
to veto any decision or procedural matter. 

The Trusteeship Council 
was created in 1945 to 
oversee 11 non-self 
governing territories and 
prepare them for self rule.  
Name the country that was 
created out of the last Trust 
Territory (hint: it is in the 
Pacific Islands) 

Palau Palau became the 185th Member State of the UN.  The Trusteeship Council has now 
completed its work and no longer meets. However, the rules of procedure do allow 
for the Trusteeship Council to meet again should the need arise.   

Where is the International 
Court of Justice located? 

The Hague, The 
Netherlands 

The ICJ settles legal disputes between states and gives advisory opinions to the UN 
and its specialized agencies. 

How many Judges serve on 
the International Court of 
Justice? 

15 Judges serve for nine year terms and may be re-elected. Elections take place every 
three years, with one-third of judges retiring each wave, in order to ensure continuity 
within the court. 
 

Which court – the 
International Court of 
Justice or the International 
Criminal Court – hears 
cases involving individuals?  

The ICC  The ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the UN; it settles disputes between states 
and provides advisory opinions to the UN and its specialized agencies. The ICC is an 
independent, permanent court that tries persons accused of the most serious crimes of 
international concern, namely genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
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The World Health 
organization will not recruit 
staff who engage in what 
activity? 

Smoking From their website: “Smokers and other tobacco users will not be recruited by WHO 
as and from 1 December 2005. This policy should be seen in the context of the 
Organization's credibility in promoting the principle of a tobacco-free environment.” 
 

What UN Agency won the 
2005 Nobel Peace Prize?  

The International 
Atomic Energy 
Agency 

The IAEA and its Director General Mohamed El Baradei shared the award for their 
efforts to prevent nuclear energy from being used for military purposes and to ensure 
that nuclear energy for peaceful purposes is used in the safest possible way. 

 
 

Category 4: UN Goodwill Ambassadors 
 
Question Answer More Info 
What is a UN Goodwill Ambassador? A goodwill 

ambassador is a 
person of 
international 
stature who is 
enlisted to help 
highlight key 
issues and 
increase support 
for UN activities.  

Since the early 1950s, the UN has enlisted the volunteer services and 
support of prominent personalities to highlight key issues and to draw 
attention to its activities. A number of UN Secretariat units and separately 
funded and administered Funds and Programs of the UN have designated 
such individuals as Goodwill Ambassadors There are more than 80 
Goodwill Ambassadors working on behalf of the United Nations 
worldwide. 

In 2001, what American actress 
became a UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees Goodwill Ambassador? 

Angelina Jolie The actress continues her work with UNHCR by making field visits and 
raising attention to the plight of refugees. 

What city’s philharmonic orchestra 
serves as a Goodwill Ambassador for 
the World Health Organization? 

Vienna, Austria As WHO Goodwill Ambassador, the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra uses 
the universal appeal of music to tell the story of WHO's work in improving 
people's health and raised awareness of health issues among the millions of 
people who appreciate their music. 
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Which U.S. singer is responsible for 
this quote: “Look, I could have joined 
the UN and become an ambassador 
and visited various countries and just 
kind of showed up and smiled. But 
that's not getting to the root of the 
problem. And, by the way, neither is 
building an orphan care center and 
giving people food and medicine. But 
it's a start. Which is better? That I 
found out about an issue and instantly 
wanted to take action, or that it took 
me years to get my s**t together?” 

Madonna The singer made this statement after the press reported that Angelina Jolie 
made negative comments about her adoption of a boy from Malawi. 

What former Miss Universe became a 
UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador in 
1998 and also serves as one for the 
UN Population Fund? 

Wendy 
Fitzwilliam 

Two months before her final exams to qualify as an Attorney at Law in her 
native Trinidad and Tobago, Ms. Fitzwilliam won the Miss Universe Title 
in Honolulu, Hawaii on May 12th, 1998 .Wendy is also the Red Cross 
Ambassador of Youth for the Caribbean. This was the first time the Red 
Cross has appointed anyone to this honorary post. 

Which French fashion industry icon 
is a UNESCO Goodwill 
Ambassador? 

Pierre Cardin The French fashion industry icon and international businessman was 
designated a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador in 1991. He has initiated 
many humanitarian projects and organized numerous public campaigns for 
the benefit of Chernobyl nuclear disaster victims.  An untiring advocate for 
tolerance and mutual understanding, Pierre Cardin takes advantage of his 
travels to spread the message of brotherhood and unity, symbolically raising 
the Six Flags of Tolerance wherever the opportunity arises. 

The UN and MTV teamed up with 
this famous rapper to create “The 
Diary of ___: Water for Life” about 
the freshwater crisis affecting many 
people around the world? 

Jay Z  According to the President of MTV, “By allowing MTV to document his 
journey, Jay-Z will be mobilizing a whole new generation of young people 
who may not be familiar with the water crisis to learn about and take action 
to help those suffering.” 

What relative of President Bush and 
former model is a World Food 
Program Honorary Spokesman for its 

Lauren Bush A 22 year old student at Princeton University and niece of the President, 
Lauren was named to this position in April 2004.  
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student campaign?  
This famous soccer player, whose 
head butt in the 2006 World Cup was 
felt around the world, has been a 
UNDP Goodwill Ambassador since 
2001. 

Zinédine Zidane In December 2003, he and Ronaldo, also a UNDP Goodwill Ambassador, 
along with such stars as England's captain David Beckham and Brazilians 
Rivaldo and Roberto Carlos, raised more than US$800,000 for anti-poverty 
projects in developing countries at the "Match Against Poverty" in Basel, 
Switzerland.  

What singer who wrote the songs, 
“Lift Me Up,” “Bag it Up,” “Ride It” 
and “Look at Me” serves as a 
Goodwill Ambassador? 

Gerri Halliwell In 1999, the former Spice Girl became a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN 
Population Fund. 

 
Category 5: The Secretaries General 

 
Question Answer More Info 
Who is the current Secretary 
General of the UN? 

Ban Ki-Moon From South Korea, Ban is the first South Korean to run for Secretary General. 
He took office on January 1, 2007. 
 

Name the first Secretary 
General of the UN? 

Trygve Halvdan Lie From Norway, Lie served as the first elected SG after taking over from 
Gladwyn Jebb, who served as the first acting SG 

Has there ever been a 
female SG? 

No To date, all of the Secretary Generals have been men. 

Name all 8 Secretary 
Generals  

Trygve Halvdan Lie 
Dag Hammarskjöld 
U Thant 
Kurt Waldheim 
Javier Pérez de Cuéllar 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
Kofi Annan 
Ban Ki-Moon 

Trygve Halvdan Lie of Norway (1946-1952) 
Dag Hammarskjöld of Sweden (1953-1961) 
U Thant of Burma (1961-1971) 
Kurt Waldheim of Austria (1972-1981) 
Javier Pérez de Cuéllar of Peru (1982-1991) 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali of Egypt (1992-1996) 
Kofi Annan of Ghana (1997-2006) 
Ban Ki-Moon (2007- present) 

Dag Hammarskjöld died in 
a plane crash in what 
African country? 

Northern 
Rhodesia/Zambia 

He was en route to negotiate a cease-fire between UN forces and Katanga 
troops on the night of September of 1961.  His plane crashed near Ndola, 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia). He and fifteen others perished. There is still 
speculation as to the cause of the crash. 
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From what continent have 
the most SG’s come from?  

Europe 4 SG’s have come from Europe.  

Does the SG travel on his 
own private plane?  

No The SG travels via commercial airplanes. If a commercial flight is not available 
in a specific region, a country's president or national leader will usually provide 
a private plane. The expenses incurred are then subtracted from the country's 
UN membership dues. 

From what 5 countries can 
SG’s NOT come?  

USA, China, France, 
the, UK, and Russia. 

Individuals from the P5, the permanent members of the Security Council, 
cannot hold the SG position.  

Which UN organ actually 
elects the SG? 

The General Assembly The Security Council conducts internal straw polls of its members, then comes 
to an agreement, and forwards that name on to the General Assembly for the 
official confirmation vote.  

 
 
 
 

 
For more information and other activity toolkits, visit The People Speak at www.thepeoplespeak.org 



 
Category 6: Acronyms of the UN 

 
Question Answer More Info 
UNICEF  United Nations 

Children’s Fund 
After World War II, European children faced famine and disease. UNICEF was created in 
December 1946 to provide food, clothing and health care to them.  Today, UNICEF works in 191 
countries. 

UNITAR UN Institute for 
Training and 
Research 

UNITAR was established in 1965 as an autonomous body within the United Nations with the 
purpose of enhancing the effectiveness of the Organization through appropriate training and 
research. 

UNSIC  UN System Influenza 
Coordination 

UNSIC is responsible for cooperation and coordination within the UN system in support of different 
initiatives underway to address the avian flu epidemic and the threat of a human pandemic. 

UNIFEM  United Nations
Development Fund 
for Women 

UNIFEM is the women's fund at the United Nations. It provides financial and technical assistance to 
innovative programs and strategies to foster women's empowerment and gender equality. Placing 
the advancement of women's human rights at the centre of all of its efforts, UNIFEM focuses its 
activities on four strategic areas: (1) reducing feminized poverty, (2) ending violence against 
women, (3) reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS among women and girls, and (4) achieving gender 
equality in democratic governance in times of peace as well as war. 

UNRWA UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near 
East 

Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict, UNRWA was established to carry out direct relief and 
works programs for Palestine refugees. UNRWA is unique in terms of its long-standing 
commitment to one group of refugees and its contributions to the welfare and human development 
of four generations of Palestine refugees. Originally envisaged as a temporary organization, the 
Agency has gradually adjusted its programs to meet the changing needs of the refugees. Today, 
UNRWA is the main provider of basic services - education, health, relief and social services - to 
over 4.3 million registered Palestine refugees in the Middle East.  

UNOG  United Nations 
Office at Geneva 

Housed at the Palais des Nations, the United Nations Office at Geneva serves as the representative 
office of the Secretary-General in Geneva. A focal point for multilateral diplomacy, UNOG services 
more than 8,000 meetings every year, making it one of the busiest conference centers in the world. 
With more than 1,600 staff, it is the biggest duty stations outside of United Nations headquarters in 
New York. 
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UNU UN University  Established in 1969 and based in Tokyo, the mission of the UNU is to contribute, through research 
and capacity building, to efforts to resolve the pressing global problems that are the concern of the 
United Nations and its Member States. The UNU aims to fulfill its mission by performing four key 
roles that are based on the mandate given to the University by its Charter: to be an international 
community of scholars; to form a bridge between the United Nations and the international academic 
community; to serve as a think-tank for the United Nations system; and to contribute to capacity 
building, particularly in developing countries. 

FAO The Food and 
Agriculture 
Organization 

FAO leads international efforts to defeat hunger. Serving both developed and developing countries, 
FAO acts as a neutral forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate agreements and debate 
policy. FAO is also a source of knowledge and information. It helps developing countries and 
countries in transition modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure 
good nutrition for all. Since its founding in 1945, it has focused special attention on developing rural 
areas, home to 70 percent of the world's poor and hungry people. 

UNV UN Volunteers The United Nations Volunteers program is the volunteer arm of the United Nations. It was created 
by the UN General Assembly in 1970 to serve as an operational partner in development cooperation 
at the request of UN member states. In 2005 the UNV program mobilized some 8,400 volunteers, 
representing 168 nationalities, who served in 144 countries.  
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Category 7: Sports & the UN 
 
Question Answer More Info 
On the UN calendar, 2005 
was the commemorative 
year of what? 

The International Year of 
Sport and Physical 
Education 

The International Year of Sport and Physical Education (IYSPE 2005) 
provides a unique opportunity to focus the world’s attention on the 
importance of sport in society and on how sport and physical education 
programs can be used as tools to help combat challenges such as extreme 
poverty, conflict and HIV/AIDS and help achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals.  

What is the lead UN agency 
for sports related activities?  

United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 

Due to the prominence and success of sports activities in promoting 
development, Kofi Annan also established the office of Special Advisor on 
Sport for Development and Peace, currently filled by Mr. Adolf Olgi, the 
former president of Switzerland, to advise the Secretary General and work 
with the UN Fund for International Partnerships to develop sports related 
partnerships and enhance the IYSPE.  

What divided countries 
marched together during the 
Opening Ceremony of the 
2000 Olympic Games in 
Sydney?  

North and South Korea Led by a placard, which simply read “Korea”, 180 athletes and officials 
from north and south Korea marched together in the Olympic Stadium in 
Sydney with the same uniforms and to the tune of a national folk song, 
while waving the unification flag, a single blue-on-white flag depicting a 
map of the Korean Peninsula.   

What Brazilian two time 
FIFA World Player of the 
Year in 2004 and 2005 is 
the UN Spokesperson for 
“Sport for Development and 
Peace”  

Ronaldhino, or Ronaldo 
Assis de Moreira 

The soccer star, who stated, “No one should be doomed to a life of poverty, 
whether by birth or as a consequence of war,” also became a UNDP 
Goodwill Ambassador in 2000.   
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The UN Environmental 
Program named what 
international sports 
organization as Champion 
of the Earth 2007?  

The International Olympic 
Committee 

According to IOC President Jacques Rogge: “Since the early 90s, the IOC 
and the Olympic Movement have progressively taken the environment and 
sustainability into account throughout the lifecycle of an Olympic Games 
project. The ‘Green Games’ concept is increasingly a reality. Today, from 
the beginning of a city’s desire to stage an Olympic Games, through to the 
long-term impact of those Games, environmental protection and, more 
importantly, sustainability, are prime elements of Games planning and 
operations. I am very proud of this and would like to thank UNEP for 
recognizing these efforts.” 

Who was the first Secretary 
General to visit FIFA 
headquarters? 

Kofi Annan With this historic visit on January 24, 2006, he returned the one made by 
the FIFA President in June 1999, which marked the beginning of an era of 
close partnership between the UN and many of its bodies and agencies, 
such as UNICEF, ILO, WHO, UNEP and UNDP, and FIFA and its member 
associations in projects such as “Say Yes for Children”, “Red Card to Child 
Labor”, “Go Girls” or “Unite for Children, Unite for Peace”. 

The International Labor 
Organization and FIFA 
teamed up together to 
challenge what major youth 
problem? 

Child labor FIFA and the ILO launched the “Red Card to Child Labor” campaign to 
increase global awareness about child labor and address its causes in the 
production of sporting goods and in other industries and sectors. FIFA 
faced heavy criticisms during last year’s World Cup when NGOs such as 
the Global March Against Child Labor accused the organization of ignoring 
the plight of children who make soccer balls.  

In 2006 UN Peacekeepers 
and the International 
Olympic Committee 
organized Peace Games in 
which African country? 

The Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 

The games were the first in a new joint initiative by the Special 
Representative to the SG on Sport for Development and Peace, the UN 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations, and the IOC, using sport as a tool 
for peace-building, reconciliation, and community dialogue.  

This NBA star is a UNDP 
Goodwill Ambassador and 
Youth Emissary, as well as 
being a World Food 
Program partner. 

Dikembe Mutombo Mutombo was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1966, and 
arrived in the United States in 1987 on an academic scholarship. In 1997 he 
started the Dikembe Mutombo Foundation, to eradicate childhood diseases 
in the Congo and is building the first modern hospital there in 30 years. 
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Category 8: UN & Popular Culture 

 
Question Answer More Info 
What was the first 
commercial movie 
ever to be filmed 
inside the UN General 
Assembly? 

The Interpreter Starring Nicole Kidman and Sean Penn, this 2005 thriller was the first motion picture 
filmed inside the UN. Earlier films used only the exteriors or were filmed back when the 
buildings were under construction (and did not really have an “inside”). 

What is the name of 
the fictionalized 
country in The 
Interpreter? 

The Democratic 
Republic of Matobo

There are strong parallels between Matobo and Zimbabwe.  Robert Mugabe, the long 
ruling leader of Zimbabwe, banned the film from being show in his country. 
 

Nicole Kidman is 
married to what 
country music singer? 

Keith Urban  Kidman married fellow Australian Keith Urban in June 2006. 
 

What does the olive 
branch on the UN logo 
symbolize?  

Peace The current United Nations emblem was approved on December 7, 1946. The design is 
“a map of the world representing an azimuthal equidistant projection centered on the 
North Pole, inscribed in a wreath consisting of crossed conventionalized branches of the 
olive tree, in gold on a field of smoke-blue with all water areas in white. The projection 
of the map extends to 60 degrees south latitude, and includes five concentric circles." 

Who are called the 
“UN ambassadors to 
the public?” 

UN tour guides Since 1952, approximately 37 million visitors have taken the tour. The traffic on the tour 
route reached its peak in 1964 with over 1.2 million visitors. The attendance now 
fluctuates around 400,000 visitors a year, with May usually being the busiest month due 
to the large number of school groups. The number of tour guides has varied throughout 
the years. In 1953, the operation included 50 guides. In 1969, some 41 nationalities were 
represented, conducting tours in 37 languages. Today, the Guided Tours Unit employs 58 
guides from 31 nationalities who give tours in over 20 languages. 

What is the UN 
Foundation?  

A public charity 
established to 
support the work of 
the UN  

When Ted Turner decided he wanted to make (at the time) the world’s largest charitable 
donation, and give it to the UN, he was unable to because he was an individual, not a 
national government. So in 1998 he founded UNF, to develop public private 
partnerships, make grants, and engage in public outreach to support the UN.  
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Where can UN issued 
stamps be used? 

Only when mailing 
from UN territory 
or offices. 

The UN Postal Administration is the postal agency for the UN that issues postage stamps 
specifically to be used for mailing things from UN offices.  The idea for the UN to issue 
their own stamps originated in 1947 with José Arce, the ambassador from Argentina and 
president of the United Nations General Assembly, who was himself a philatelist (stamp 
collector). 

What is Cambodia’s 
only World Heritage 
Site? 

Angkor Angkor is one of the most important archaeological sites in South-East Asia. Stretching 
over some 400 sq. km, including forested area, Angkor Archaeological Park contains the 
magnificent remains of the different capitals of the Khmer Empire, from the 9th to the 
15th century. These include the famous Temple of Angkor Wat and, at Angkor Thom, 
the Bayon Temple with its countless sculptural decorations. 

Indira Nath, an Indian 
Scientist, won an 
award for her work in 
the treatment of 
leprosy granted by 
UNESCO and which 
French cosmetic 
company? 

L’Oreal The L'Oreal/UNESCO Awards for Women in Science aims to improve the position of 
women in science by annually recognizing outstanding women researchers who have 
contributed to scientific progress. 
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Group Name:          
 
 
Question #1:            
 
 
POINT VALUE:   Circle point value for this question.       
 
 7 5 3 1 
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Question #2:            
 
 
POINT VALUE:   Circle point value for this question.       
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Question #3:            
 
 
POINT VALUE:   Circle point value for this question.       
 
 7 5 3 1 
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Question #4:            
 
 
POINT VALUE:   Circle point value for this question.       
 
 7 5 3 1 
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