
Think Globally,
Report Locally

Find the local angle to global issues and win a trip to the United Nations.

The UN Foundation campaign, The Peo-
ple Speak, in partnership with the Radio 
and Television News Directors Founda-
tion (RTNDF) and SchoolTube.com are 
challenging high school students to find 
the local story related to a global issue 
in the Think Globally, Report Locally 
Video Contest. 

GOLD
BRONZE
SILVER

*This summit, July 17-19, 2008 at the United Nations headquarters, is an exciting 
opportunity to get to know other students interested in global issues, take a spe-
cial UN tour and meet high-ranking UN officials.  

Two students and their 
teacher win a paid trip to 
New York City to attend the 
United Nations Foundation’s 
Youth Leadership Summit.*

Once you’ve done the research, 
how will you put it together?

SchoolTube.com will have sample vid-
eos and will even show you how to put 
together a contest entry. RTNDF’s high 
school broadcast journalism website, 
www.hsbj.org, will offer contest resourc-
es and required Entry Forms to teachers 
and students. 

U.S. high school students will create 
one to two minute video news stories 
showing a local angle to one of four 
global issues.

Students will have access to amazing video footage or 
b-roll from the United Nations.
 
They will also have access to fact sheets that will provide 
context and depth to the reporting.Students should shoot 
their own original footage and use the United Nations  
b-roll to produce a visually compelling final story.

how does this work?

Like any good story, the first step is to explain the global 
issue and put it into a context that viewers can relate to 
and understand.The fact sheets provide some questions 
to get you started thinking about the local angle. Get out 
there and do the local reporting. There are millions of 
stories out there; it’s up to you to find the most compelling 
one to tell!

the global issues
Students will chose among the following 
issues:

Kick the Habit:  
De-carbonizing our lifestyles and  
economies

World Heritage:  
Local sites and international interest

Growing Up Girl:  
Challenges facing girls everywhere

World Water:  
Access to clean water

Fact Sheets on each issue can 
be found at schooltube.com 
and www.thepeoplespeak.org.



To enter the contest: 

PREP: Read the fact sheets on the four Think Globally, 
Report Locally topics at www.schooltube.org. Are there 
people or events in your town that touch on one of the 
four topics? Each fact sheet has tips on how to find a 
“local news angle” for its topic.

LENGTH: Individuals or pairs of no more than two 
students should plan and produce video news stories 
between one and two minutes in length. Schools can 
send in as many entries as they like. 

SLATE: A 10-second, full-screen slate (also known as a 
“title screen”) should appear before your story with the 
following information:
	 • Student producers’names (No more than two)
	 • School name and address
	 • Title of the entry
	 • Total Running Time

MUSIC: Use music in your video only if you have 
permission from the copyright holder. Or make up your 
own music. No music is better than illegal music. For 
information on music copyright for students, go to the 
Student Press Law Center website, www.splc.org. 

TIME LIMIT: Stay within your time limit (one to two min-
utes, excluding the 10-second lead-in) in your final edit. 

UPLOADING VIDEO: Register at www.SchoolTube.com/
reportlocally.aspx to upload your video. Student submis-
sions must first be approved by their teachers before 
they will be posted. Teachers must register at School-
Tube to approve their students’ submissions. Either 
students or teachers can upload videos to SchoolTube.

Please Note: In addition to uploading your story to 
SchoolTube.com, teachers must fax a signed Think 
Globally, Report Locally Entry Form available at www.
SchoolTube.com/reportlocally.aspx)to RTNDF at 
202-223-4007. This form verifies that students created 
their videos with no assistance from adults and that the 
music is copyright free or used under license. Please 
save a broadcast-quality version of your story in the 
event that you are a winner. 

VOTING:  All SchoolTube members will be able to vote 
on their favorite entries. Student favorites will receive 
monthly prizes in February, March and April. 

JUDGING: International journalists will choose the 
Grand Prize Winners after all submissions are in.

GRAND PRIZE: Gold, Silver and Bronze Winners – up to two students at each level 
and their teachers will receive a trip to New York City for the United Nations Youth 
Leadership Summit, July 17-19, 2008.

1600 K Street NW | Washington, DC 20006
www.hsbj.org

WHO:  U.S. high school students who want to know 
more about world issues and how they affect our na-
tion, communities, schools and homes. Individual stu-
dents are welcome to submit entries. Teams should 
have no more than two students.  

WHAT: 	 A media contest in which students create 
one-to-two minute video news stories that highlight a 
local angle to one of four important world issues: 
  

Kick the Habit: De-carbonizing our lifestyles and 
economies; World Heritage: Local sites and interna-
tional interest; Growing Up Girl: Challenges facing 
girls everywhere; World Water: Access to clean water. 

WHEN: 	Segments produced this school year are 
eligible. Uploading to SchoolTube will begin Feb. 1 
and end May 2. Winners will be announced May 23, 
2008. Students will be able to vote on their favorites 
at www.schooltube.com. 

High School Broadcast Journalism Project is funded by a generous grant from the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

Think Globally, Report Locally Video Contest  
Rules & Instructions


